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MINISTER FOR STATE DEVELOPMENT AND MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — 
VISIT TO CHINA 

Statement by Minister for State Development 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for State Development) [9.07 am]: It is with great pleasure that 
I stand today to inform the house of my upcoming visit to China, along with my colleague the member for 
Alfred Cove, the Minister for Agriculture and Food; Transport. China has been Western Australia’s largest 
trading partner and export market since 2006–07. In 2014–15 our total trade was $60 billion, which was an 
increase of 292 per cent since 2006–07. There are more than 50 Chinese organisations with a presence in 
Western Australia. China’s growing upper-middle-class households are expected to double to 100 million by 
2020. This creates new opportunities for Western Australia in meeting their growing demands for high-value 
goods and services such as quality health care and premium food products. Maintaining and strengthening 
Western Australia’s strong links and good reputation with both government officials and industry leaders is vital 
to securing new export markets and attracting investment in our resources, agriculture and aquaculture, as well 
as in the services sector. 

The Minister for Agriculture and Food and I will be visiting the port city of Ningbo in China’s east and will then 
travel to the capital city of Beijing for a series of high-level meetings. This will be my first visit to China since 
taking on the state development portfolio in March this year and the newly created portfolio of innovation in 
May. It will also be the Minister for Agriculture and Food’s first visit to China since taking on the portfolio of 
agriculture and food in March. While in Ningbo we will see how Chinese companies are preparing for the 
impending import of Australian live cattle. Ningbo lies within our sister state of Zhejiang, and a number of 
Zhejiang companies are working with Western Australian cattle producers towards the commencement of live 
exports. We will then travel to Beijing where we will meet with key Chinese ministries, including commerce and 
agriculture, as well as representatives from the National Development and Reform Commission and the 
State-owned Assets Supervision and Administration Commission of the State Council. We will also be meeting 
major Chinese petroleum, resource, agricultural and finance companies that have invested in, or are supporting 
investment in, Western Australia. This visit is aimed at promoting trade and investment and investigating ways 
that Western Australia and China can play a greater role in each other’s future. Western Australia and China 
have an incredibly strong relationship that was forged through significant trade and investment in the resources 
sector. Now the time is right to broaden this relationship and explore the possibilities for Western Australian and 
Chinese partnerships in not only resources but also other sectors, such as agriculture. 
The Minister for Agriculture and Food and I are very much looking forward to promoting Western Australian 
investment and trade opportunities in China. I will update the house on the outcomes of the visit when I return. 
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